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® Hexagonal pad. 



< 



© A pad (10) of regular hexagonal flexible sheets 
(12; 26) each having a front surface (16; 16a) adapt- 
ed to be written on, and a coating (20) of re- 
positionable pressure sensitive adhesive over a por- 
tion of its rear surface (18) releasably adhering the 
sheet to an underlying sheet in the pad. Information 
can be written on the front surfaces of the sheets, 
and the individual written on sheets can be adhered 
to a planar surface (22; 34) in side by side relation- 
ship with edge portions of up to six adjacent sheets 
in contact to represent relationships between the 
information on the sheets. 
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Technical Field 



The present invention relates to pads of sheets 
used to record and display information during 
meetings intended to develop ideas and/or solve 
problems, and to the way such sheets are dis- 
played during such meetings. 

Background Art 

Various methods have been described for con- 
ducting meetings intended to generate ideas and/or 
solve problems (e.g., meetings intended for brain- 
storming, strategic planning, developing mission 
statements, identifying critical issues, problem solv- 
ing, situation analysis, developing flow diagrams, 
etc.) in which a manager or facilitator has partici- 
pants in the meeting write information (e.g., ideas, 
problems, issues, advantages or disadvantages, 
etc.) on sheets of paper and then attaches the 
sheets to a display surface (e.g., on a wall or chart) 
in different arrays or groupings which may be 
changed or reorganized as the meeting progresses 
to help analyze, build relationships between, or 
collect the information in a logical manner. Sheets 
from a pad of "POST-IT" brand notes commer- 
cially available from Minnesota Mining and Manu- 
facturing Company, St Paul, Minnesota, (which 
sheets are flexible, rectangular, have a front sur- 
face adapted to be written on, and a coating of 
repositionabie pressure sensitive adhesive over a 
portion of said rear surface) have been used and 
found useful in such methods because the re- 
positionabie adhesive allows the sheets to be posi- 
tioned and repositioned as needed in the arrays 
and groupings during the meeting. Examples of 
such use include the "SCOPE" process for prob- 
lem solving demonstrated by Gerald N. Hatton, 
President of Hatton & Co., The Bank Group, 1726 
Cole Blvd. Suite 325, Golden, Colorado, 80401, 
involving the use of various sizes of "POST-IT" 
brand notes as "Memory Anchors". Also, the book 
entitled " Writing to Please Your Boss", by 
Elizabeth Cohn and Susan Kleimann, PC Press, 
1989, 51 Monroe Street, Suite 1101, Rockville, 
Maryland, 20850, describes a process for brain- 
storming ideas and arranging them using "POST- 
IT" brand notes. 

Disclosure of Invention 



The present invention provides a pad of sheets 
that can provide a significant advantage in illustrat- 
ing relationships between pieces of information 
written on the sheets when used in a method of the 
type described above. 

According to the present invention there is 
provided a pad comprising a plurality of flexible 



sheets, each sheet having a regular hexagonal pe- 
ripheral edge defined by six straight edge portions, 
a front surface adapted to be written on, and a 
coating of repositionabie pressure sensitive adhe- 
5 sive over a portion of its rear surface releasably 
adhering the sheet to an underlying sheet in the 
pad with the straight edge portions of the periph- 
eral edges of the sheets in alignment. The rear 
surfaces of the sheets have portions free of adhe- 
re? sive to afford removal of the sheets from the pad 
by peeling the uppermost sheet from underlying 
sheets in the pad. Information can be written on the 
front surfaces of the sheets, and the written on and 
removed sheets can be adhered to a planar sur- 
75 face in side by side relationship with straight edge 
portions of up to six adjacent sheets in contact to 
represent relationships between the information on 
the sheets. 

Preferably the coating of repositionabie adhe- 

20 sive on each sheet extends across the rear surface 
of the sheet over the center of the sheet and 
between opposite straight edge portions, and the 
rear surface has at least one portion free of adhe- 
sive adjacent the intersections of the two straight 

25 edge portions on one side of the opposite straight 
edge portions between which the coating of adhe- 
sive extends. 

Additionally, if desired the front surface of the 
pad can have indicia defining areas of the sheet on 

30 which information is to be provided, or designating 
the type of information to be provided, or providing 
a desired design, such as a generally triangular 
portion of the front surface adjacent the intersection 
of two straight edge portions that is visually distinc- 

35 tive with respect to the other portion of the front 
surface to form a pointer on the front surface. 

Also, preferably the sheets in the pad have a 
dimension between opposite straight edge portions 
of at least 10 centimeters (4 inches) to provide 

40 adequate area on which information can be written 
in large print, and the sheets could be much larger 
(e.g., 25 centimeters or 10 inches between op- 
posite straight edge portions, or larger) should that 
be desirable to afford readability of information at 

45 large gatherings. 

Brief Description of Drawing 

The present invention will be further described 
50 with reference to the accompanying drawing 
wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts 
in the several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a pad accord- 
ing to the present invention; 
55 Figure 2 is a side view illustrating a sheet being 
removed from the pad of Figure 1 ; 
Figure 3 is a rear view of one of the sheets in 
the the pad of Figure 1 ; 
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Figures 4 illustrates some arrays that can be 
made using sheets from the pad of Figure 1; 
and 

Figure 5 illustrates some arrays that can be 
made using sheets that are essentially the same 
as the sheets from the pad of Figure 1 except 
that they have a visually distinctive portions of 
their front surfaces in the shape of arrows or 
pointers. 

Detailed Description 

Referring now to the drawing, there is shown in 
Figures 1 and 2 a pad according to the present 
invention generally designated by the reference 
numeral 10. 

Generally the pad 10 comprises a plurality of 
flexible sheets 12 (e.g., of paper, light cardboard, 
or polymeric material) each having a regular hexag- 
onal peripheral edge defined by six straight edge 
portions 14, a front surface 16 adapted to be writ- 
ten on, a rear surface 18, and a coating 20 of 
repositionabie pressure sensitive adhesive over a 
portion of its rear surface 20 releasabiy adhering 
each sheet 12 to an underlying sheet 12 in the pad 
10 with the straight edge portions 14 of the periph- 
eral edges of the sheets 12 in alignment. The 
lowermost sheet 12 in the pad 10 is adhered to a 
backing sheet 19 which has the same size and 
shape as the sheets 12, and may, as is conven- 
tional, have product identification information print- 
ed on its side opposite the sheets 1 2. 

As is best seen in Figure 3, the coating 20 of 
repositionabie adhesive on each sheet 12 is rectan- 
gular and extends across the rear surface 18 of the 
sheet 1 2 over the center of the sheet and between 
opposite straight edge portions 14, and the rear 
surface 18 of each sheet has two portions 21 free 
of adhesive adjacent the intersections of the two 
straight edge portions 14 on both sides of the 
opposite straight edge portions 14 between which 
the coating 20 of adhesive extends to afford re- 
moval of the sheets 12 from the pad 10 by peeling 
the sheets 12 from underlying sheets 12 in the pad 
10, as is illustrated in Figure 2 for the uppermost 
sheet 12, by grasping the uppermost sheet 12 in 
the pad 1 0 adjacent one of those intersections. 

The sheets 12 from the pad 10 are particularly 
useful in the methods described above for conduct- 
ing meetings intended to generate ideas and/or 
solve problems (e.g., meetings intended for brain- 
storming, strategic planning, developing mission 
statements, identifying critical issues, problem solv- 
ing, situation analysis, developing flow diagrams, 
etc.) in which a manager or facilitator has partici- 
pants in the meeting write information (e.g., ideas, 
problems, issues, advantages or disadvantages, 
etc.) on the sheets 12 either before or after they 



are removed from the pad 1 0 and then attaches the 
sheets 12 to a display surface 22 (e.g., the surface 
of a wall or chart) in different arrays or groupings 
such as those illustrated in Figure 4 which may be 

5 changed or reorganized as the meeting progresses 
to help analyze, build relationships between, or 
collect the information in a logical manner. In the 
arrays or groupings the sheets 12 are displayed in 
side by side relationship with straight edge portions 

10 14 of adjacent sheets 12 in contact to represent 
relationships between the information on the sheets 
12, and as is illustrated in the bottom grouping in 
Figure 4, up to six different sheets 12 may be 
associated around the periphery of each sheet 12 

75 in each grouping, which provides opportunities to 
relate the information on six different sheets 12 
thereto. 

The sheets 12 may be of any color or com- 
bination of colors, and pads 10 of sheets 12 of 

20 different colors may be advantageously used to- 
gether to provide contrast between different types 
of information. Also, although not illustrated in Fig- 
ures 1 through 4, the front surfaces of the sheets 
12 may be pre-printed with various messages, in- 

25 dications of where information should be printed on 
the sheets 12, or designs. As an example, Figure 5 
illustrates sheets 26 having the same structure as 
the sheets 12 (with like parts having like reference 
numerals except for the addition of the suffix "a") 

30 except that triangular portions 30 of the front sur- 
faces 16a of the sheets 26 adjacent the intersection 
of two straight edge portions 14a thereof are print- 
ed (e.g., with red or green ink) to be visually 
distinctive with respect to other portions 32 of the 

35 front surfaces 16a to form pointers on the front 
surfaces 16a. Thus, as illustrated in Figure 5, such 
sheets 26 can be disposed on a display surface 34 
in groups set in opposition to each other with the 
triangular portions 30 or pointers on opposite 

40 sheets 26 pointed toward each other as may be 
useful to display information on opposing sides of 
an argument or from which a user could reach 
opposite conclusions. 

The present invention has now been described 

45 with reference to one embodiment and one modi- 
fication thereof. It will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that many changes can be made in the 
embodiment described without departing from the 
scope of the present invention. For example, the 

so coating of adhesive on each sheet in the pad could 
extend over a larger portion of its rear surface (e.g., 
over all but a portion of the rear surface adjacent 
just one intersection between two edge surfaces) if 
that were desired to adhere the sheets to certain 

55 types of display surfaces or to insure that the sheet 
would lay flat along the display surface. Thus the 
scope of the present invention should not be limit- 
ed to the structure described in this application, but 
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only by structures described by the language of 
the claims and the equivalents of those structures. 

Claims 

1- A pad comprising a plurality of flexible sheets 
(12; 26) each having a regular hexagonal pe- 
ripheral edge defined by six straight edge por- 
tions (14; 14a), a front surface (16; 16a) adapt- 
ed to be written on, a rear surface (18), and a 
coating (20) of repositionable pressure sen- 
sitive adhesive over a portion of said rear 
surface (18) releasably adhering said sheet to 
an underlying sheet in said pad with the 
straight edge portions (14) of the peripheral 
edges of said sheets (12; 26) in alignment, 
said rear surface of each sheet having a por- 
tion (21) free of adhesive to afford removal of 
said sheets from said pad by peeling the up- 
permost sheet from underlying sheets in the 
pad, writing information on the front surface 
(16; 16a) of the sheets, and adhering the re- 
moved and written on sheets to a planar sur- 
face in side by side relationship with straight 
edge portions of up to six adjacent sheets (12; 
26) in contact to represent relationships be- 
tween the information on the sheets. 

2. A pad according to claim 1 wherein said coat- 
ing of repositionable adhesive on each sheet 
extends across the rear surface (18) of said 
sheet between opposite straight edge portions 
(14; 14a), and said portion (21) of said rear 
surface free of adhesive is adjacent the inter- 
section of two straight edge portions on one 
side of said opposite straight edge portions. 

3. A pad according to claim 1 wherein said coat- 
ing of repositionable adhesive on each sheet 
extends across the rear surface (18) of said 
sheet over the center of the sheet and between 
opposite straight edge portions (14; 14a), and 
said rear surface has two portions (21) free of 
adhesive adjacent the intersections of the two 
straight edge portions on both sides of said 
opposite straight edge portions. 



centimeters (4 inches). 

6. In a method for managing information compris- 
ing the steps of 

5 providing a pad comprising a plurality of 

flexible sheets (12; 26) each having a periph- 
eral edge defined by straight edge portions 
(14; 14a), a front surface (16; 16a) adapted to 
be written on, a rear surface (18), and a coat- 

w ing (20) of repositionable pressure sensitive 

adhesive over a portion of said rear surface 
releasably adhering said sheet (12; 26) to an 
underlying sheet in said pad with the straight 
edge portions of the peripheral edges (14; 14a) 

15 of said sheets in alignment, said rear surface 

of each sheet having a portion (21) free of 
adhesive to afford removal of said sheets from 
said pad by peeling the uppermost sheet from 
underlying sheets in the pad; 

20 writing information on the front surfaces of 

the sheets; 

removing the sheets from the pad; and 
adhering the removed written on sheets to 
a planar surface (22; 34) in side by side rela- 

25 tionship with straight edge portions of adjacent 

sheets in contact to represent relationships be- 
tween the information on the sheets, the im- 
provement wherein: 

said providing step provides flexible 

30 sheets each having a regular hexagonal pe- 

ripheral edge defined by six straight edge por- 
tions (14; 14a); and 

said adhering step adheres the removed 
and written on sheets to a planar surface (22; 

35 34) in side by side relationship with straight 

edge portions of up to six adjacent sheets in 
contact to represent relationships between the 
information on the sheets. 

40 



45 



4. A pad according to claim 1 wherein said front 
surface of said pad has a generally triangular 
portion (30) adjacent the intersection of two so 
straight edge portions (14a) that is visually 
distinctive with respect to the other portion (32) 

of the front surface to form a pointer on said 
front surface (16a) at said intersection. 

55 

5. A pad according to claim 1 wherein said 
sheets (12; 26) have a dimension between 
opposite straight edge portions of at least 10 
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